65                        THE   SECRET   HISTORY   OF

by the long contempt in which the French Em-
bassy have held this minister, I believe his
principal reason for attaching himself to England
is because that Prince Henry, his implacable
enemy, is the avowed and fanatical protector of
the French system; and because the Count
imagines he cannot otherwise make himself indis-
pensably necessary to the opposite party; for
which reason he clothes himself in the uniform
of the Stadtholder.

In consequence of this, and persuaded as I
am that Prince Henry has not sufficient influence
over the successor (who is weary of avuncular
despotism) to displace Hertzberg, who will con-
tinually batter his enemy in breach, by boasting,
by meannesses, by a faithful portrait of the
Prince's creatures, and by the jealousy with
which he will Inspire the new King against Prince
Henry, who, if he be anything, will be master;
convinced also that he (Hertzberg) is useful to
France, which is influenced by the uncle because
he holds the English system in abhorrence, I have
exerted every effort to induce Prince Henry (who
wants nothing but dissimulation) to reconcile him-projects of the Court of Vienna.
